EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Orissa has 11 major river basins and Banshadhara is the sixth largest river. Out of the total catchment area of 11377 sq. km 8960 sq. km (78.75%) lies in Orissa. Over a period of time due to unscientific methods of land manipulations, various developmental activities and rapid industrialization the basin productivity is declining at a faster rate since a sizable portion of the cultivable lands turning into wastelands. This project is a pro active attempt to characterize the wastelands in scientific approach in 5 different hot spots to find out the root causes and to develop a agro-eco region specific micro-plans  to use the findings in linking up various land based activities going on in the region with an aim to secure the livelihood of rural poor.   …. Read More
BANSHADHARA RIVER BASIN PROJECT
Banshadhara is a major east flowing river of Orissa originating from Village Lanjigarh of Kalahandi district at an elevation of 1300m above mean sea level at latitude of 19051’00” and longitude 83029’00”. Out of the total basin area of 11377 sq. km, 8960 sq. km (78.75%) lies in the state of Orissa and rest in the state of Andhra Pradesh. The river travels through four districts of Orissa namely Gajapati, Rayagada, Kalahandi and Kandhamala. It approaches Orissa- Andhra boarder near village Battadi downstream of Gunupur district and finally meets Bay of Bengal in Andhra Pradesh after traversing a total distance of 239 km. The river has 13 nos of major tributaries the prominent ones being Bhangi, Pedagoda, Badanalla, Chauladhua, Mahendra Tanaya, Badajhara River etc. The map shows the portion of the basin lying in Orissa and the river system with major tributaries.
About the project:

The ongoing project is sponsored by Ministry of Rural Development, Gov. of India and is being implemented by Society for Promotion of Wasteland Development (SPWD), New Delhi, in consortium mode with AGRAGAMEE being the Orissa partner. The project envisages developing an agro-eco region based approach for characterization of wastelands and their potential for developing livelihoods of marginalized rural population by linking with the various land based activities going on in the region.
Rationale of the study:

The meandering nature of the river and the basin surface being erodible owing to the characteristics of parental rocks results in siltation of riverbed and sand casting of riverside villages. Again the rapid developmental activities in the upper catchment of the basin the land use/ cover is going under tremendous manipulations which further adds to this vagary. This has led to conversion of cultivable lands into wastelands in many parts of the basin. 
In this context the study aims to look into the possible root causes of wastelands with an aim to linkup the ongoing land based activities of the region to secure livelihoods of rural poor and enhance the basin productivity with a broader aim of making it a food surplus basin.
Approach:

The tremendous data handling power of GIS/ RS with supplement of data directly collected from fields by participatory approach is the main methodological approach of the project. The data obtained from PRA exercises at cadastral map scale and house hold survey (socio-economic) will be fused with the remote sensing data to develop various thematic maps and finally the micro-plan of the area for possible types of interventions and scope for linkups.
